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Offices 
Headq uarters 
2200 N. 33 rd , Lincoln. 685 03 
(402) 47 1-0641 
13th and Farnam St. , Omaha 
(402 ) 595-2 144 
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Gretna 
( 402) 332-390 l 
Rt. 2. Alliance (308) 762-5605 
Bassett (402) 684 -292 1 
U.S. 8 1, Norfolk (402) 37 1-495 0 
Rt. l , North Platte (308) 532-6225 
Commissioners 
Chairman: 
Wayne Ziebarth. Wilcox 
Vice Chairman: 
La Vern Schneider. McCook 
2nd Vice Chairman: 
L. Bruce Wright, Lincoln 
Richard L. Coyne, O maha 
Elvin Adamson . Nenzel 
J. Alan C ramer, Wayne 
Marc Anthony, Scottsblu ff 
Administration 
Director: Rex Amack 
Assistant Directors: 
William J. Bailey, Jr. 
Dale R. Bree 
Division Chiefs 
Administration: Larry Morris 
Budget & Fiscal: Larry Witt 
Engineering: James Sheffield 
Fisheries: Wes Sheets 
Informa tion & Education: 
Jim MacAll ister 
Law Enforcement: Don Schaepler 
Outdoor Education: 
Paul Horton 
Operarions: Earl Johnson 
Realty: Bruce Sackett 
Recreation Areas: Jim Carney 
Resource Services: Harold Edwards 
Seate Parks: C harles Duncan 
Wildlife: Ken Johnson 
PURPOSE 
T he Game and Parks Commission is charged with managing and controlling 
the state's wildlife, parks, and outdoor recreational resources in the best long- term 
interest of the people. 
To accomplish that purpose, the Commission plans and implements its 
policies and programs efficiently and objectively; maintains a rich and diverse 
environment in Nebraska's lands and waters; provides outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities; manages wildlife resources for the maximum benefit of the people; and 
attempts to help Nebraskans appreciate their role in the natural world. 
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Personnel 
Funct ions of the Personnel Section 
inc lude adm ini stration of payroll , 
worker's compensa tion , retirement, 
insurance, acc iden t reports, perform-
ance eva luat ions, personnel records 
and preparat ion of the personal -serv-
ices portion of the agency's opera-
tional budget. 
The State of Nebraska entered into 
its first labor contract in 1988, with 
2 16 agency employees represented 
by the Nebraska Assoc iation of 
Municipa l Employees. Personnel acts 
as liai son to the State Labor Relat ions 
Administrator. 
T he agency hired 45 new perm a-
nent e mployees in 1988 and 19 
employees were promoted/reclassi-
fi ed to higher positions. Tota l turn-
over for 1988 was 4.6 percent ( 19 
employees). 
Numerous letters on employment 
poss ibilities and career in format ion 
were rece ived and an swered. Replies 
we re made to surveys rega rding 
sa lary, benefits, personnel turnover 
and affirm ative act ion stati stics. 
Personnel conferred with the Office 
of Risk Management regarding work-
er's compensation cases. Worker's 
Compensation claims paid for the fi s-
ca l year ending June 30, 1988 tota lled 
$ 184,790.77 . 
Ga me and Parks Co mmi ss ion 
employees were involved in 32 motor 
vehicle acc idents in 1988. 
PAYROLLS: Permanent - Tota l 
wages paid: $8, 128,555.27 
Tempo rary-Total wages paid: 
$2,523, I 57.46 
Average number of employees per 
payroll : 249 
Largest payro ll : 674 employees 
Smallest payroll : 86 employees 
In-Service Training 
Devoted to bettering performance 
and preparing employees for posi -
tions of higher responsibi lity, in-serv-
ice training directs its efforts primar-
ily to meet the specialized needs of 
individual staff members who enroll 
in a variety of short courses, seminars 
and workshops. Broad-based training 
needs are met through in-house work-
shops for groups of employees. 
Aircraft Operations 
The Piper Super Cub was flown a 
total of 202.60 hours in 1988 on 66 
flights-200.60 hours during the day 
and 2.00 hours at night. Cost of opera-
tion was $21 .40 per hour, not includ-
ing insurance or hangar costs. Depre-
ciation on the aircraft is unknown. 
The aircraft was used for various 
surveys, counts, antelope depredation 
complaints, fish and game, law 
enforcement. and photography. 
Purchasing & Inventory 
The activities of this department 
during 1988 included: 
• keeping up-to-date i·ecords on cur-
rent purchases, and computerization 
of all equipment purchases prior to 
1976 
• controlling and recording service 
contracts 
• streamlining material and supply 
purchases of less than $300 to expe-
dite jzeld needs and reduce paper-
work 
• reducing the cost of gasoline and die-
sel fuel purchases in the Lincoln area 
• increasing the use of contracts devel-
oped by the Department of Adminis-
trclfive Services, resulting in mone-
tary savings for items purchased 
under contract 
• increasing emphasis on disposal of 
swplus property 
• working toward better utilization of 
vehicles permanently leased from the 
Transportation Services Bureau 
• increasing utilization of office sup-
pliesfrom the Department of Admin-
istrative Services Central Stores. 
P/PEA 
Ad111i11is1m1io11 ff.1po11sihili1ies include Co111111issio11111eeti11gs (opposite): supervision o(age11n· 
ai1pla11e, used /1_1 • se1•eml dil'isio11s, headquar1e1:1· 11wi11te11a11ce, a11d all district secretaries. 
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The Budget and Fiscal Division 
includes four sections: 
I.) Permits, which encompasses the 
fiscal administration of issuing boating 
ce11ificates, operating the Customer Serv-
ice Center in the Lincoln Headqua1ters, 
Accounts Receivable, and Permits 
Accounting Departments 
2.) Fiscal Accounting, which prepares 
all voucher payments for the agency and 
maintains various files and reports con-
nected with the fiscal accounting of all 
the agency's expenditures 
3.) Audits and Cost Center Account-
ing, which encompasses audits of all pol-
itical subdivisions and maintainance of 
Area Cost Center Expenditure Account-
ing 
4.) Budget Section, which includes 
preparation and daily maintenance of the 
agency's budget and financial resources. 
Major functions of the Budget and Fis-
cal Division include: 
• maintaining all fiscal records in accor-
dance with state and federal laws 
• maintaining area cost accounting on 
income and expenditures for internal 
control of the Commission 
• administe1ingfiscal operation and con-
trol offederal programs 
• administering the fiscal control of issuing 
State Boating Certificates 
• issuing all hunting and fishing permits to 
account vendor accounts 
• receiving, depositing, and maintaining 
accounts receivable records on all funds 
received by the Commission 
• preparing the Commission '.s budgets 
• preparing and maintaining the Com-
mission '.s fiscal and operating budgets 
• perf01ming audits of federal programs 
relating to participating subdivisions 
• administering an internal program of 
f onns control, including development of 
forms and defining their purpose, use 
and retention 
• performing other administrative func-
tions as assigned by the Board of Com-
missioners, Director and/or Assistant 
Directors 
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Per111its Sfffion ut!111i11 i.1·1ers ull gu111e unt!jish f)en11i1s. 
All f)llrclw.1·es unt! l'ffort!s go Through jiscu/ <lff111111ti11g 
SPECIAL CASH FUNDS 
NEBRASKA HABITAT CASH FUND 
Habitat S1amps 
Interest Earned- Investments 
Federal Reimbursement. 
Incidental 
Cash Gif1s 
Crop/Pas1ure 
Sale of Surpl us Propeny 
Fund Transfers- Workman·, Comp. 
I , I 30.01 7.50 
100,986.99 
666,781 .55 
1,470.62 
47.28 1.35 
11.871.35 
8.197 27 
Claim & MiK ( 125.00 ) 1,966,481.29 
NONGAME AND ENDANGERED SPECIES CASH 
Cash Gil'!& 1.1 26.00 
Federal Re1mbur,emcn1s 3,670.74 
Interest I 7,075 .88 
Nongame donation , 69.8n.57 
Incidentals (40.88) 
NIOBRARA STATE PARK SPECIAL CASH FUND 
ln1ercs1 Ea rned- lnvcs1111ents 19,41 7.3 1 
NEBRASKA SNOWMOBILE CASH FUND 
75% of fee. less is,uing fee 
Interest Earned- lnve~1111ent!l 
NORDA CASH FUND 
One Ccnl Tax on Cigarettes 
Inrere<-t Earned - Investment~ 
Incidental .., 
6.6 10.30 
2.619.06 
1,583.4 10.95 
142.2 I 1.06 
3,256.55 
91 ,704.31 
19,417.31 
9,229.36 
Less overpayment by St Treas. (248,694.89) 1,480.183.67 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
Land and Water Conservaiion Fund. 
Bureau or Reclama1ion, Historical 
Grant, and Boating 
Total Cash and Federal Income Received 
During 1988 
1988 EXPENDITURES 
PURPOSE OF EXPENDITURE-OPERATIONAL COSTS 
Program: 330, Habitat Development 
Habital Cash 982,673.79 
Program: 336, Wildlife Conservation , 
Enforcement, Promotion and 
Development 
Subprogram O I, Enforccmen1 
General Fund 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Subprogram 02, Information 
and Educa1ion 
Game Cash 
Park Cash 
Subprogram 04. Game 
Game Cash 
Subprogram 05. Fish 
Game Cash 
Federal 
Subprogra m 06, Resource 
Service, 
Game Cash 
Subprogram I 0, Ou1door 
Recreation 
Game Cash 
Subprogram 15, Aquarium 
General Fund 
Game Fund 
Subprogram 16. Nonga me and 
Endangered Species 
General Fund 
Nongame Cash 
PROGRAM: 336, SUMMARY 
General Fund 
Game Ca,h 
Park Cash 
Nongame Cash 
Federal 
337,995.03 
1,74 I ,980.93 
210.951.95 
1.403.652.19 
277.188.79 
820,808.96 
1,939,087.41 
70,614.90 
1.23 1,627.49 
291.588 .56 
180.030.66 
29 ,251.07 
127,948.26 
117.549.05 
2,290.9279 I 
1.680.840.98 
820.808.96 
2.009,702.3 1 
1.23 I ,621.49 
291 .588.56 
209 .28 1.73 
245.497.3 1 
645,973.95 
7.45 7,996.61 
488 ,140.74 
117.549 .05 
70,614.90 
1.370.760.78 
20.2l2.o94.21 
982,673.79 
8,780,275.25 
PROGRAM : 337. AGENCY 
ADM INISTRATION 
General Fund 438,382.25 
Game Ca,h 944,456.38 
Park Cash 351 ,894.43 
Habitat Cash 78.062.74 
PROGRAM: 549. PARK 
ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION 
General Fund 2,706.569. I 0 
Park Cash 3,481 ,009.24 
NO RDA Cash 759,851.74 
PROGRAM: 440, FEDERAL AID AND 
PLANN ING 
Genernl Fund 214.459.68 
Game Cash Fund 101.440.20 
PROGRAM: 61 7. ENGINEERING, AREA 
MAINTENANCE AND SNOWMOBILE 
General Fund 1,797.570.05 
Game Ca~h 23 ,320.14 
Park Cash 720,529.34 
NO RDA Cash 584,502.74 
Sqowmobi lc Cash 4.440.00 
PROGRAM : 628. CREDIT CARD 
DISCOUNT 
Ga me Cash 798.86 
Park Cash 4.363.84 
Habi1at .00 
TOTAL EX PENDITURES. 
OPERATIONAL COSTS, 1988 
STATE GAME FUND JNCOME 
Hunting Acti viti c!:> 
Fishing Activities 
Federal Reimbursement 
Ncbraska land Magazine 
Subscriptions 
Advertising 
Calendars. books. slides. e1c. 
Sale of Surplus Property 
Land Lease and Crop Income 
Boat ing Permits 
Incidentals 
684.469.49 
25.614.46 
Liquidated and Properly Damage 
Interest Earned - lnvc:, 1111en1s 
Cash Gifh 
Fund Transfers- Workman Comp. 
Claims & Mi,c . 
Total Game Cash Fund Income 
STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME 
Park Entry Permih 
Ice Fishing Shelters 
Properly Da mage 
lrnerest Earned- Investment 
Camping Fees. Cabin Lot,. etc. 
Rent of Cabins 
Concession Lea,es and Sa les by Lessee 
Swimming Pool Admib,ion 
En1rance Admission - Arbor Lodge 
Rent of Recreation Equipment- Hor,es. 
Boats, etc. 
Concession Sales, Leases and Agency 
Facilities 
Cafe- Fon Robinson 
Cookouts-Chadron 
Cafe- Plane River 
Cash Gifts 
Sale of Surplus Property 
Federal RcimbUfllement!, 
lncidert1ab 
Fund Transfers- Workman Comp. 
Claims & Misc. 
Total Park Cash Fund Income 
1,812,795.80 
6,947,430.08 
315.899.88 
3.130.362.27 
5,162.70 
21,974,599.77 
3,697.115.71 
2,95 I ,789.03 
1,809,362.64 
710.083.95 
99.209.70 
57.666.93 
161,812.74 
543,229.46 
49,065.20 
23.1 I 9.45 
658.848 .52 
1,546.50 
(137,018.00l 
I0,625.831.83 
2.158,498 .00 
95.00 
35.50 
184.565.28 
710,892.02 
662 ,708.52 
55 ,354.45 
57275.83 
45.333.69 
230,416.86 
137,613.96 
194.4 I 8.37 
2.160.29 
20 1,855.01 
5,100.00 
22,373.89 
.00 
23.177 .99 
(34.389.00) 
4,648,485.66 
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1988 CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
3000 
CAPITAL 
CA,H 
.\RF.A OF EXPENDITURE FU D 
Acq of Habitat Land 
Al4 of "1,1 River Al~·e,, 
lmpnwtmenh and Re no,..atmn 
"i1obrara 
F T. ~ ahone11 
Bownn£ RanCh 
Fon A1kin,,1n 
Rei: Area,-Gcnem: 
Lake ~kC11naugh; 
l...1L< MalQneY 
Sherm,m • 
Caldmu, 
VerJcl 
'Aerni! 
Swari,on 
Brownv11le 
John,on Lake 
'iummll Lake 
WhllnC\ LJke 
Br-dnchCdOak 
I akc Mm..itare 
Pawnee 
W1ldil k \1emt. Area,-
Gencral ~ 
Sa,ramenio 
Seh1lhng 
Mcndia n 
Km1a, Ford 
Pondcro!.3 
Wh1tne} Lake 
~onh Plane Halchcl") 
Vak ntine Hatchen, 
1545.711 
5.)5\ll 
)X,99ll 1.1 
_13. 233.~ 
GAME PARK 
('.\SH C !\SH 
1.0l>lO 
o.5 ·1179 
44 ·1 •6 
=- l~\~6 
10.-16 P 11106" 
11.'94 I 
11.411.86 
'?ti 
.Xlll 0 
.,Cioon 
2. )56': 
1.9l)Ull 
.292 I){) 
50000 
lb 9, 
.1.4'5011 
5.4.l/ 40 
15 )i0).01 
1 )(00U0 
4. \{ISP 
4.2)(iU~ 
;92:f}S.18 
9.0285< 
ihJ1il St, 
.1 ,oll5 JO 
4 . .!41JR 
ti~llti"' 
lJl)IJll!L 
:!U4 _no 
HABITAT SPECIAL 
C,\SH 'I IIJ llRARA 
ll" SXO I, 
: j~ 4001 
'<ORDA FEDER.\! 
CASH FUND'> 
15.ilOOO!l 
12.244 ~5 
)2.24440 IIX.41552 
9.41 44 
61 ''" ,11, 
)(1."9718 
-tof-1102 
60}715.' 
11.24911 
.15JN254 
14.2)5 51 
17.28 
2o.40JJ0 
2.IOOO! 
K507.0 
5 '69110 
24.1-176.25 
TOTAL 
55'.XOlll) 
,0.01550 
19- ,Jg 40 
2)0.o"-I/QS 
9.41844 
8.06649 
106,W: 46 
\8.49' 3'1 
59.685 15 
f7,l'?IJ'2 
51Jl(l09l 
2_104 
.15,20440 
'~OUO(I 
U42 h9 
'692 01 
1).1604 
500011 
41.")461 
a1.488 l5 
2 ~ "'5.1.84 
IR92 
,.0,1100 11.12\ oo 
5,44'40 
9.3515n 2-P401" 
1.xonou 
U505U 
1-Cs&J2 
29,265 1R 
9.[12855 
C ahmm, Hatcher{ 
Ccntr.i.lOfficl.' • 
01,1 V 
Subtotai .\gene~ Projc..:h 
Pohtiral Suhdi~1,ion\ 
Boc1 1mg D-J To Ciuc, 
8\0S!l 
\8.422 M )4 ... 53 22 
-'"'.b05 _\I) 
U\051l 
45$X9."M 21~ ~ ~Oh51.9 t9 "7,UKI ~4 1,-i 2"19 41 1 21. .24: liO _:!&.9tl~ lf'l 1:1e15_,,1141 
215.m 5 21SJ2bl5 
'10.81065 410,8106\ 
B11dgets a11dfedem!Ji111ds req11ire extensive audits. 
TOTAL 
8 
45.R84 7~ 23fl.lil 'i~ 1 Ob 5 ,lJ 44 57,U!.M h4 'i4.2?9 JO 2\K_2J2 50 1.0X5.' 58 1· _.44 i,\J09 ~I 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Dc.:u.!mber 3 , 198'7 (a..,h and GL·ncral Fund Appropri.111on on 
h,ind: 
(i<.1111c Ca-.h (Fund .!.1321 
State Park C.i,h tFu nd 2:JJ_l, 
Nebra,ka HJhitat C.1,h 1r-Und 2 1 4J 
I\Jong.imc and t m.hingcred \pe1.:1e, l a,h 
l;und !J.1,.5 
I\J1obrara )tut..: Par!.. Spl!c1al C.1,h 
l f·und 23301 
Ncbr.i,ka Snnwmubile Ca,h J--und "33 7 
"IO RDA Cash 1hnd 2'1X 
h:dcral 1-und 43.\!; mcludl', Land ,tnd 
W<1h!r Con,cr.1u t1on f--und. Rurl..'.<tU nf 
Rcclam.i11on r~91 .:!. B0u1int-: and 
Hl'>tOrit:al Gr.int'> 
Genl.:'rul Fund I hind IOOOi 
Cap1u1.l fon,trut ttun Fund '000 
Total Cash a nd ( ,encrdl Fund .\ppropriation, 
on hand flecembcr 31, 1987 
X.251.21859 
2,658,92\ 25 
1.440.7 0.U., 
...,.p 'B5 6' 
322. 176.99 
l4.1.li91 
2,~18.2.P 11 
\5.X&c.r 
.210.698 I 6 
I 3X.6X6 n 
18.597,996.76 
Ca,h Reveout: and Approprn1.1 mn 
Game Ca.,h 
Rc\':ewed During 19XX 
Pa rk Ca.,h 
Ncbra,ka Hubu.11 ( ihh 
Nongame and Fndaogcred Sp~(lt''- Ca,h 
N11..Jhra ra State P~1rk Special C.1,h 
Ncbra,ka Snl•wmob,le Ca,h 
NOR DA Ca,h I., 28.X '8.50 
Le\., reducuon for i:y '88 
0verpaymcn1 "'Hl,6'>4.k4 
ftderrtl fund 4B2: indude, Land, ,md 
Water Con,cn.1t 11.>n f--und, Rurl·Ju l)f 
Rl..'.dam.,11011 J !N72,. Boatm1.: 
Hi,toril-al Gr.t nh .. 
General Fund"i 
Capital ('on,1rucl ilm Fun(h 
Total Cash a nd ( ;cneral Fund Appropriation 
Reechoed During 1988: 
I 0.025.831.83 
4,648.485.66 
l,%6.4812Y 
91.70431 
11/.417 31 
9.2~9 _'\() 
l.4kfJ.l8)h7 
I 1 "ll,76<178 
o.9911.146 Oil 
00 
27 ,202.440.21 
Tot ,1 1 hpcndcd by Fund Type 
G.imc C.1,;h rFund 23.32) 
Slate Pt1rk Ca,h <Fu nd 1333) 
"1cbra,ka Habitat Ca,h Cf-- und 23341 
Nongamc a nd Endan!,?Crcd Sp~ues Ca'-h 
1FunJ ~-'>5 
"i1ohr,1 ra Sta te PctrJ... Speual Ca,h 
,r-und 2JJ6 
Nebra,J...a Snowmobile C:1,h <hind 2337) 
NORD A C'a,h <Fu nd 23381 
hideral r·und 4332. tnclude" Land, dnd 
Water Con,1.:'rvation f·u nU. Bureau of 
Rec.:L.1mat11m ~()7:! !. 80..i1mg. 
Hl\tort(al Gra n1 ., 
General 1-und 
Capllal fo1hlruc llon Fund., 
fo tai Expenditure During 1988 
8,764.930 77 
5.152.477.08 
1,635.6 I 8 22 
117.54905 
154.27'1 40 
4.440 00 
1,582,5% 98 
1.155.771:1 
5.R02.955 113 
45.889 78 
24A 16.!'09.S8 
Det:ember .' I l9R8 Ca, h and General f und Appropri,n ion\ on 
hi.Ind: 
Game CJ"h f·und 2.,.,21 
Prid. Ca,h th1nd 2333> 
I\Jebra.,~a llab11 a1 Ca, h (fund !334) 
~ongume Jnd Endangered Spene, Ca,h 
lfund 233S1 
1'11obrara State Park Specia l C..1,h 
rFund 2:H6) 
Nchnt'IJ...a Snowmobile Ca.,h Fund 
t Fund 23:n, 
'IOR DA Cash rf'und 23.18; 
Feder.ii 1-und 4332. 111dudc., Lund and 
W;.ill.:'r Con')crvc1 uon t;und. Bureau t,f 
Rcdam;111on c~9..,:!i. Boat,ng. i1 nd 
Hi,1oni.;al Grants 
Ge neral f· und'\ r !000 ) 
Capita\ Con,truct1on, f-und .\000) 
Total ('a,h and (ri'neral I- und Appropriation 
10.11:.11965 
2.154,93183 
1.771.566.90 
221.490.93 
187.31490 
JS.921 27 
2.13s.s:1so 
270.869 98 
4,,98.089.13 
92.797 00 
on hand Oeccmber 31. I 988 21,383,927.39 
.. 
\ 
:t~60,VC..f0 
DOJIC. e,i..Ot"I! t>,-,U:. TO TN« 
c:it==ll::=== va· , n . wltf 
WATER METER MANHOLE DETA IL 
The Division performs many activi -
ties, including: 
• preparation of feasibility studies, 
preliminary designs, cost estimates, 
construction plans and specifica-
tions, and contract administration of 
projects under construction 
• related activities include land and 
topographic surveys, field inspec-
tions, preparation of formal presen-
tation drawings, model buildings 
and drafting services 
• acts as the Game and Parks Com-
mission's representative when con-
tracting services from outside consult-
ants 
• acts as a service to local municipali-
ties by reviewing projects funded by 
the National Park Service through 
the Game and Parks Commission to 
D 
D 
I.LL nru: t:,,~ roWEA 
OIJTL£Tl'EDE.ST.-J.. l'"Oft • 
~vs WITH e'>UlL,. - IN LIG,HT 
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determine whether they comply with 
local and state codes and statutory 
regulations for funding authority 
A brief summary of 1988 projects 
in which the Engineering Division 
was involved divided into in-house, 
consultant and LB 309 building 
renewal categories, includes: 
Surveys, designs or construction on 
4 7 in-house projects ranging from 
scale models of so d house to 
advanced developments at the new 
Mahoney State Park. Projects involv-
ing outside consultants included the 
Calamus hatchery, Mahoney Park, 
Fort Kearny water study, and Valen-
tine Hatchery septic system. Projects 
funded by LB309 included roof re-
pairs, siding, insulation, and picnic 
shelters at 11 Comm ission faci lities. 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  S e c t i o n  p l a n s ,  
o r g a n i z e s ,  d i r e c t s  a n d  c o n t r o l s  
a p p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s ,  p o l i c e s  a n d  
o p e r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n .  
O n e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
i s  t h e  i s s u i n g  o f  s p e c i a l  p e r m i t s ,  w h i c h  
i n  1 9 8 8  a m o u n t e d  t o  $ 2 4 ,  I  0 7 .  T h o s e  
p e r m i t s  w e r e :  
•  J  7 2  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  C o m m e r c i a l  
F i s h i n g  P e r m i t s  ( 1 5 7  r e s i d e n t ,  1 5  
n o n r e s i d e n t ) .  R e s i d e n t  p e r m i t s  a r e  
$ 6 5 ,  n o n r e s i d e n t  a r e $  J  3 0 .  F e e s  c o l -
l e c t e d  w e r e  J  2 , 3 7 2 .  
•  3 2 8  B a i t  V e n d o r  P e r m i t s  ( 3  l  7  r e s i -
d e n t ,  J  J  n o n r e s i d e n t ) .  R e s i d e n t  p e r -
m i t s  a r e  $ 2 5 ,  n o n r e s i d e n t  a r e $  l  5 0 .  
F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  w e r e  $ 9 , 3 5 5 .  
1 0  
•  l  3  N o n - r e s i d e n t  F i s h  D e a l e r  P e r m i t s  
a t  $  I  0 0  e a c h .  F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  w e r e  
$ 1 , 3 0 0 .  
•  3  C o m m e r c i a l  P u t  a n d  T a k e  P e r m i t s  
a t  $ 5 0  e a c h .  F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  w e r e  
$ 1 5 0 .  
•  4 2  P r i v a t e  F i s h  C u l t u r i s t  P e r m i t s  a t  
$ 2 0  e a c h .  F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  w e r e  $ 8 4 0 .  
T h e r e  w e r e  3 4  f i s h  k i l l s  r e p o r t e d  
i n  1 9 8 8  i n v o l v i n g  9 6 , 0 0 0  f i s h .  
T w e l v e  o r  t h e  k i l l s  o c c u r r e d  i n  
l a k e s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r s ,  9  o c c u r r e d  i n  
p o n d s ,  7  i n  r i v e r s  a n d  6  i n  s t r e a m s .  
I n  a l l ,  2 5  c o u n t i e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d .  
C a u s e s  o r  f i s h  k i l l s  r a n g e d  f r o m  
a g r i c u l t u r a l - r e l a t e d  t o  w i n t e r  k i l l .  
R E S E A R C H  
S e v e n  s t u d i e s  w e r e  i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  
1 9 8 8 ,  i n c l u d i n g :  
•  L a k e  M c C o n a u g h y  p r e d a t o r - p r e y  
d y n a m i c s ;  
•  F e e d i n g  e c o l o g y  o f  g i z z a r d  s h a d  a t  
M c C o n a u g h y ;  
•  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  E c o l o g y ;  
•  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  i n s / r e a m  f l o w  f o r  
c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h ,  f o r a g e  s p e c i e s  a n d  
i n v e r t e b r a t e s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  P l a t t e  
R i v e r ;  
•  S t u d i e s  o n  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  i n  t h e  
l o w e r  P l a t t e ;  
•  L a r g e m o u t h  b a s s  p o p u l a t i o n  
d y n a m i c s  i n  t h e  S a l t  V a l l e y .  
•  O n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l s  o f  t h e  s e c -
t i o n  i s  t o  p r o d u c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p l i c -
a b l e  t o  f i s h e r y  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o -
g r a m s .  T o w a r d  t h a t  e n d ,  a s  m u c h  
i , ~ f o r m a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  i s  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  t e c h n i c a l  p a p e r s  o r  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
o r a l  r e p o r t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  J  6  t e c h n i c a l  
r e p o r t s  p u b l i s h e d  o r  i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  
1 9 8 8 .  
.  . .
)  
)  
l  
RESOURCES 
Activities during 1988 fell into four 
ca tegories: review or preparation of 
Corps of Engineers 404 permit appli-
cations; water projec t rev iews for 
fisheri es impacts; instream flow; and 
conferences, meetings, programs and 
miscell aneous. 
• Among instream fl ow efforts was a 
seco nd a ttempt to sec ure a n 
instream flow appropriation on 
Long Pine Creek; 
• Low flow data was collec ted on the 
lower Platte River; 
• Central Platte NRD announced its 
intention to file an instrea m flow 
water right on the central Platte; 
• Additional high fl ow data was col-
lected on the Snake River; 
• Preliminary planning was begun on 
the Elkhorn River. 
FISH PRODUCTION 
Five fish production facilities in the 
sta te produce, procure and stock fish 
in Nebraska's waters. 
During 1988 the five hatcheries 
rea red and stoc ked 9.4 million fi sh 
ranging in size from eggs a nd fry to 
ad ult s. A mong those fish were 
770,000 rai nbow trout ; I 09,000 
brown trout; 2 .6 millio n no rthern 
pike; 200,000 white bass; 193 ,000 
largemouth bass; 2 million bluegill; 
and 1.6 million walleye. 
In addition, fish were received from 
other sta te and federal hatcheri es, and 
Nebraska-produced fish were trans-
ferred to other agencies. A total of 8.8 
million fish were tran sferred; and 12.3 
million were received by Nebraska 
from other sources. These included 
1.3 millio n sa ugeye hybrids, a nd 2 
million striped bass hybrids. 
RESIDENT FISHING PERMITS 
1984 
1985 
1986 
157,555 
180,490 
RESIDENT HUNT-FISH 
COMBINATION PERMITS 
Two Rivers 
Trout Lake 
The Two Rivers Trout Lake was 
open I 02 days during 1988. the short-
est season on record. The-abbreviated 
season was due to the loss of trout-
su pporti ng water in June. An esti-
mated 39,406 trout died when the 
water temperature rose above the 
trout's tolerance level. 
Nevertheless, 24,716 trout tags 
were so ld, plus 86 were issued free. 
This represen ts a 7 .2 percent decrease 
rrom 1987. but due to extremely poor 
weather, angler success remained 
good. 
While the area was open to fishi ng. 
fishermen averaged about 62 minutes 
of fishing time per trout. The catch 
rate was 2.72 trout per tag returned. 
Fishermen reported harvesting 
64.609 trout. 55 percent of the 
115.675 trout stocked in the lake in 
1988. 
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1 9 8 7  
1 9 8 8  
N U M B E R  O F  F I S H  
S T O C K E D  I N  N E B R A S K A  
A K - S A R - B E N  A Q U A R I U M  
T h e  A k - S a r - B e n  A q u a r i u m  i s  l o -
c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  P l a t t e  R i v e r  a t  
S c h r a m m  P a r k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a ,  n i n e  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  G r e t n a  o n  
H i g h w a y  3 1 .  
A q u a r i u m  d i s p l a y  t a n k s  h o u s e  
a b o u t  5 2  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h ,  w i t h  3 0 0  
s p e c i m e n s  o n  d i s p l a y .  T a n k s  a r e  a l s o  
u s e d  t o  d i s p l a y  t u r t l e s ,  c r a y f i s h ,  s a l a -
m a n d e r s  a n d  c l a m s .  
T h e  A q u a r i u m  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s h o w  
p l a c e s  o f  t h e  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m -
m i s s i o n  s y s t e m .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  
1 5 , 0 0 0  f l o w e r s  p l a n t e d  a n d  m a i n -
t a i n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g r o w i n g  s e a s o n  
t o  a d d  t o  i t s  a p p e a l .  
D u r i n g  1 9 8 8  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 0 8 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  v i s i t e d  t h e  A q u a r i u m ,  
a  d a i l y  a v e r a g e  o f  a b o u t  3 5 0  p e o p l e .  
A n  a d m i s s i o n  f e e  o f  $ . 5 0  i s  c h a r g e d  
f o r  y o u n g s t e r s  6 - 1 5  y e a r s ,  a n d  $ 1  f o r  
a d u l t s .  T o t a l  a d m i s s i o n  f e e s  f o r  1 9 8 8  
w e r e  $ 2 6 , 0 8 9 . 5 0 .  ( T h e r e  i s  n o  c h a r g e  
f o r  s c h o o l  g r o u p s ,  B o y  S c o u t ,  G i r l  
S c o u t  o r  c h u r c h  g r o u p s ,  e t c .  i f  t h e y  
m a k e  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  L a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  
2 0  o r  m o r e  a r e  a l l o w e d  d i s c o u n t  
r a t e s . )  1 n  1 9 8 8 ,  4 0 1  g r o u p s  t o t a l i n g  
o v e r  1 5 . 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  t o u r e d ,  m o s t l y  
s t u d e n t s .  
T r o u t  p e l l e t s  a r e  s o l d  f r o m  $ . 1 0  
v e n d i n g  m a c h i n e s  i n  t h e  c a n y o n  
p o n d s  s o  p e o p l e  c a n  f e e d  t h e  d u c k s  
a n d  g e e s e .  A n  i n c o m e  o f  $ 1 , 6 1 6  w a s  
r e a l i z e d  f r o m  t h e  v e n d i n g  m a c h i n e s  
d u r i n g  1 9 8 8 .  
T o t a l  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  A q u a r i u m ,  
i n c l u d i n g  p e r m i t s ,  f e e s ,  s o u v e n i r s ,  e t c .  
w a s  o v e r  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0 .  
)  
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The Calamus Hatchery 
The Ca lamus Hatchery, schedul ed for complet ion in 1990, will have access to as much 
water as all other state hatcheries combined, and at fu ll capac ity, wi ll be capable of raising about 
53 million fish annuall y. 
Greatest potential of the new hatchery wi ll be in propaga tion of cool-water fi sh such as pike, 
musk ies and wa lleye, but it wi ll also ra ise cold-water spec ies with well water during the summer, 
· and warm-water spec ies such as bass and bluegill. It will not be able to produce catfis h because 
the water is too cold, but space will be freed up at other hatcheries to carry on this task. 
The hatchery will be espec ially important to adjoining Calamus Reservoir, which wi ll not 
have natural propaga tion of wa lleye, and wi ll thus require annual stock ing. Fish produced at 
Calam us Hatchery wi ll be utili zed sta tewide fo r restocking renovated waters, establishing popula-
tions in new waters, and introducing new species. 
As part of the Bureau of Reclamat ion's Ca lamus North Loup project, the new hatchery qua li-
fied for federa l matching funds at the ratio of three federa l do llars for every state dollar. 
.·_'.';-
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N e w s  P r o g r a m  
A n  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  i s  a  v i t a l  n e w s  p r o g r a m  t o  k e e p  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  C o m m i s -
s i o n  a c t i o n  a n d  i s s u e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  
w i l d l i f e .  D u r i n g  1 9 8 8 ,  w e e k l y  n e w s  
r e l e a s e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  r e p o r t s  w e r e  
s e n t  t o  a l l  N e b r a s k a  m e d i a ,  i n  a d d i -
t i o n  t o  s p o t  r e l e a s e s  t o  l o c a l  a f f e c t e d  
a r e a s .  A  s p e c i a l  p r e s s  t o u r  w a s  c o n -
d u c t e d  t o  a c q u a i n t  m e d i a  p e r s o n n e l  
w i t h  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  h a b i t a t  a n d  h a b i -
t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  s t a t e  w i l d l i f e  
a r e a s .  
P u b l i c a t i o n s  
C l o s e  t o  t w o  m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  o f  b r o -
c h u r e s ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  p o s t c a r d s ,  p l a c e  
m a t s ,  p e r m i t s  a n d  o t h e r  i t e m s  w e r e  
p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  
1 9 8 8 ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n n u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
s u c h  a s  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  a n d  b o a t i n g  
g u i d e s  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  n e w  o r  
r e v i s e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  
t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  f i s h i n g  a n d  p l a c e s  
t o  f i s h ,  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  n e w l y  
r e v i s e d  " G u i d e  t o  G o o d  F i s h i n g "  
w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  p e r m i t  v e n d o r s  
a n d  C o m m i s s i o n  l o c a t i o n s .  
A  n e w  e f f o r t  b e g u n  i n  1 9 8 8  i n -
v o l v e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h r e e  t a b -
l o i d - s i z e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n n u a l l y .  T h e  
f i r s t  s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  
c o v e r e d  t h e  f a l l  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n s  a n d  
o u t l o o k s .  T h e  n e x t  t w o  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  
f o r  1 9 8 9 .  
A  m a j o r  p a m p h l e t  w a s  d o n e  o n  
C a l a m u s  R e s e r v o i r ,  a n d  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  
o t h e r  S a n d h i l l s  a r e a  a t t r a c t i o n s .  
A  n e w  n e w s l e t t e r  e n t i t l e d  " W a t e r  
W o r k s "  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  A q u a -
t i c  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  
e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t  W I L D  n e w s l e t -
t e r ,  " W i l d  N e b r a s k a , "  w e r e  p r o d u c e d ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  H u n t e r  S a f e t y  i n s t r u c t o r  
n e w s l e t t e r .  
1 4  
A g e n c y  p h o / 0  s e c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  a 1 1 d  J i l e s  j i / 1 1 1  j i w 1 1  a l l  d i v i s i o 1 1 S .  
i 1 1 c l u d i n g  N E B R A S K A / ( 1 1 1 c /  M { / g a z i 1 1 e .  
M u l t i - I m a g e  
T h e  d i v i s i o n  b e c a m e  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  
p r o d u c i n g  m u l t i - i m a g e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a  t h r e e - p r o j e c t o r  s h o w ,  " A  
s t o c k h o l d e r ' s  R e p o r t "  p r o d u c e d  t o  
a c c o m p a n y  t h e  a g e n c y  d i r e c t o r  a t  
s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s .  O t h e r  p r o -
d u c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  f e a t u r e s  o n  c a m p -
i n g ,  t h e  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n s ,  
t h e  N a t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  I n v e n t o r y ,  
w e t l a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  h a b i t a t  p r o g r a m .  
P h o t o  S e r v i c e s  
S o m e  1 0 5  r o l l s  o f  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  
f i l m  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d ,  a d d i n g  2 , 5 8 0  
e x p o s u r e s  t o  f i l e ,  a n d  2 , 0 2 1  r o l l s  o f  
c o l o r  f i l m  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d ,  a d d i n g  
5 5 , 6 9 1  p h o t o s  t o  f i l e  i n  1 9 8 8 .  O v e r  
8 6 0  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p r i n t s ,  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  c o n t a c t  s i z e  t o  I  6 x 2 0  i n c h e s ,  
w e r e  m a d e .  T h e  p h o t o s  a n d  p r i n t s  
i l l u s t r a t e  a g e n c y  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s l i d e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  f i l l  n o n - a g e n c y  
r e q u e s t s .  
NEBRASKAland 
Magazine 
The magazine publi shed IO issues • 
in 1988. starting with the "Country , 
Cookboo k," the January/February 
special issue of the year. All produc-
tion of the book was done in-house, 
with staff pre pa rin g de lec ta ble 
rec ipes which were then photographed 
in the studio to illustrate the cook-
book. Rec ipes had been solicited fro m 
readers. and the cookbook contained 
350 rec ipes selected from about 
l ,200 submitted. 
In other issues during the year. con-
tent ra nged widely from color spreads 
on scenic hnd spectacula r locales in 
Nebraska to personal ity piece~ to 
hunting and fi shing narra tives and 
how- to arti cles. The magazi ne also 
carries many fe atures each year on 
the state park system. 
SUBSCRIPTION 
INCOME 
Several hi storica l rearures were 
done during the year, incl uding serial -
ized stories on black home. reade rs 
and a former outdoor editor of the 
Omaha World -Herald , Sandy Gri s-
wold. 
The m1mber of subscriptions re-
mained stable during the year, wi th 
abo ut 6 l .000 copies of the magazi ne 
prin ted each month, exclud ing the 
Jan /Feb issue. wh ich was overrun for 
resale purposes. 
Adve rti sin g reve nu e total led 
$25 .614.46 , and sales fro m other pub-
lications, principally the NEBR AS-
KAla nd Ca lendar of Color, amoun ted 
to $99.209.70. With subscription dol-
lars total income from the magazine 
an d re la ted pu bl ica ti o ns was 
$809,293.65. a 5.9 percent increase 
over 1987. 1985 1986 1987 1988 
District 
Offices 
OMAHA OFFICE 
The Omaha Information office had 
a busy year servicing the state's larg-
est population center. Weekly news 
releases, radio programs and televi-
sion spots received wide distribution 
and exposure. The office coordinated 
all Hunter Sa fety classes in the metro 
region, and presented various Out-
door Education programs. 
NORTH PLATTE 
The public information officer 
(PIO) in North Platte serves primarily 
as a regional editor of NEBRASKA-
land Magaz ine, but is responsible for 
agency in fo rmation and education 
obj ec ti ves specific to southwest 
Nebraska. 
The PIO is involved with a weekly 
television show on the loca l station, 
seasonal radio shows, local sports 
shows, regional news releases and 
spea king engagements. 
ALLIANCE OFFICE 
The Nl liance PIO also serves pri-
maril y 'as a regional editor for 
NEBR AS KAland , with associated 
In fo rm ation and Education responsi-
bilities in the Panhandle region. 
In l 988 , the PIO assisted with the 
Pine Ridge Picnic at Fort Robinson , 
and the Bowring Ranch dedi cation. 
Other special projects included in -
volvement with the antelope man-
agement pl an public hearings, and 
display photography for the Crawford 
Fish Hatchery. He also coordinated 
the Smallbore High School Cham -
pionship Shoot at Pressey WMA. 
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HABITAT ST AMP 
ART CONTEST 
This year saw a total of 1,851 
entries in the 1 l th annual Habitat 
Stamp Art Contest: 903 elementary 
(grades K-4), 735 junior (grades 5-8), 
152 senior (grades 912) and 61 adult 
(amateur and professional). The con-
test is coordinated by the division. 
The winner of the 19 8 8 contest was 
John Mayer of Grand Island with a 
pair of mallards entitled "Morning on 
the Platte." As the winner, Mayer 
received $200 from the Omaha Fish 
and Wildlife Club, and his artwork is 
on the 1989 Habitat Stamp. 
John Wrich. Brad Argue and Lisa 
Gellett all first-place winners of the 
Youth Division. each won $50 from 
the Omaha Fish and Wildlife Club. 
OUTDOOR NEBRASKA 
The weekly Outdoor Nebraska 
radio program was recorded and engi-
neered at the Game and Parks Com-
mission studio. Taped programs were 
distributed to 45 radio stations 
throughout Nebraska and eastern 
Iowa. 
MAIL 
The mail section processes all 
incoming and outgoing agency mail 
by the most efficient methods. They 
identified 113,295 pieces for presort, 
which resulted in a savings of 
$4,386.18. The section also serviced 
14,533 routine requests for informa-
tion. For speed and economy, 14,582 
pieces were shipped via UPS. Figures 
for regular and bulk mail are included 
in graphs below: 
Regular Mail cost 
1988: 240,600 pieces $74,304.37 
Bulk Mail cost 
1988: 242,999 pieces $37,878.42 
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PRINTING 
In 1988 the printing section 
handled 747 jobs requiring 1.2 mil-
lion sheets of paper. The section made 
numerous negatives for printing pho-
tographs to illustrate the various pub-
lications, as well as cutting, folding, 
collating, shipping, receiving, inven-
tory and maintenance duties. 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Two events dominated the special 
projects of the division in 1988. The 
Celebrate Nebraska '88 "Pine Ridge 
Picnic" was held at Fort Robinson 
State Park on May 28, and the dedica-
tion of the Eve Bowing Visitor Center 
at the Arthur Bowring Sandhills 
Ranch State Historical Park was on 
May 29. Both events required signifi-
cant planning and coordination, pub-
lications, promotion, and support serv-
ices by the division. 
Know Nebraska Tours 
The tour program conducted eight 
tours for the 1988 season. Over 300 
people participated in the tours, which 
included Grouse Watching, Niobrara 
State Park Fishing, Branched Oak 
Sailing, South Platte Fish and Golf, 
RV Camping Campaign , Oregon 
Trail, Calamus Canoe Camp, and 
Hike/Canoe Ft. Kearny Trail. It was 
the I 0th season for Know Nebraska 
Tours, which are co-sponsored with 
the Omaha World-Herald. 
T o d a y ,  e f f e c t i v e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t ~ .  P u b l i c  e d u -
c a t i o n  e x p l a i n s  t h e  n e e d ,  i n t e n t  a n d  
p u r p o s e  f o r  e x i s t i n g  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a -
t i o n s ;  s e l e c t i v e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
a l l o w s  o f f i c e r s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  w h e r e  s p e -
c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g ;  a n d  
g e n e r a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a l l o w s  
o f f i c e r s  t o  p r e v e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l  l a w  
v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  p a t r o l  
a r e a s .  
F o l "  l  9 8 8 ,  t h e  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  
D i v i s i o n  h a d  a  m a x i m u m  c o m p l e -
m e n t  o f  6 0  p o s i t i o n s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  
d i v i s i o n  c h i e f ,  o n e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f ,  s i x  
s u p e r v i s o r s ,  5 0  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  
o n e  B o a t  L a w  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  o n e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  o n e  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  d r o v e  
1 , 5 5 0 , 3 6 7  m i l e s  w h i l e  p a t r o l l i n g  r u r a l  
a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  
1 1 . 0  I  c e n t s  p e r  m i l e  ( a t  a n  a v e r a g e  
m i l e s - p e r - g a l l o n  o f  g a s  o f  1 3 . 6 3 ) .  T h e  
t o t a l  c o s t  i n c l u d e s  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s  
s u c h  a s  g a s ,  o i l ,  t i r e s  a n d  r e p a i r s .  
P a t r o l  b o a t s  w e r e  u s e d  1 , 9 6 1  h o u r s  
f o r  p r o m o t i o n  o f  b o a t i n g  s a f e t y  a t  a n  
a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  $ 6 . 4 7  p e r  h o u r .  
S n o w m o b i l e s  u s e d  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  
w e r e  d r i v e n  3 7 3  m i l e s  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  
c o s t  o f  $ 1 . 8 4  p e r  m i l e .  
C O N T A C T S  
T h e  e s s e n c e  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  c o n s e r v a -
t i o n  o f f i c e r s  c o n t a c t e d  a n d  c h e c k e d  
3 0 , 1 7 9  h u n t e r s ,  7 5 , 3 6 4  f i s h e r m e n ,  
9 3 9  t r a p p e r s ,  2 7 , 5 8 0  b o a t  o p e r a t o r s ,  
9 4 , 0 2 2  m i s c e l l a n e o u s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  
w e r e  p a r k  o r i e n t e d ;  t h e r e  w e r e  3 , 1 6 1  
c o m p l a i n t s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d  4 8 6  p u b -
l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s  a t  m e e t i n g s ,  f a i r s ,  
s p o r t  s h o w s ,  a n d  s c h o o l s .  
M o d e m  1 1 1 e 1 h o d s  ( 1 / ' i '  1 1 e c e s . w r r  . f 1 J / ·  r n . f i 1 r c e 1 1 1 e 1 1 1  o f '  l c u g e  t e r r i w r i e s .  
C O N T A C T S  
F i s h e r m e n  7 5 , 3 6 4  
~ 
/ H u n t e r s  3 0 , 1 7 9  
A p p e a r e n c e s  4 8 6  
' - C o m p l a i n t s  3 , 1 6 1  
~ o a t e r s  2 7 , 5 8 0  
T r a p p e r s  9 3 9  
. .  
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Arrests and Citations 
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Conservation officers cited a total 
of 4,076 people for various offenses in 
1988 . T he most citation s, 1,663, were 
written for vio lations of park reg ula-
tions; 87 1 were fi shing violations; 882 
were hunting violations; 768 were 
boating violations; 160 were fu r har-
vester violations; and 70 were miscel-
laneous other violations. 
Of the total arrests, 3,934 were 
fo und guil ty by the courts. The con-
18 
viction rate of total arrests was 96.5 
percent, and for the total arrests actu-
ally brought to tria l, 99.6 percent. 
Of the 1,663 parks vio lat ions, 
1,3 00 citations were written to people 
who entered parks with no park entry 
perm it on their vehicle; 82 were for 
entering, swimming or driving in an 
unauthorized area; 33 were for minor 
in possession of a lcoholic beverages; 
and 43 were for li ttering. 
Operation Game Thief 
Nebraska 's Operation Game Thief 
Program is an opportuni ty for citizens 
to volun teer inform ation pertaining to 
game law viola tions without actually 
becoming involved in the case. 
During 1988, 24 investigations 
were carried o ut which thus far 
resulted in six arrests, with seven 
pending. In addi tion, two cases from 
1987 yielded two arrests. These cases 
resulted in $4,940 in fi nes and costs, 
and $3,700 in liquidated damages, 
bringing the total s since inception of 
the O.G.T. program in September of 
1982 to: 
360 investigations initiated 
J 37 arrests 
207 total arrests consisting of 
122 deer cases, 6 turkey, 15 upland 
game, I 6 f urbeare,; I I waierfowl,, 22 
fish , I bobcat, I eagle, I hawk, and 1 
swan. -A lso, 8 cases were dismissed, one 
not filed and two fo und nor guilty. 
During the year, 80 rewards totalling 
$ 11,100 were paid on information 
resulting in 7 3 big game cases, 6 small 
game, 6 f ish, 4 furbearer, I bobcat, I 
eagle, I swan and I hawk case. It was 
somewhat slow for Operation Game 
Thief due ro adverse weather and low 
f ur prices. However, in terms of general 
information received and communica-
tions with the public, OCT continu<>d to 
be a valuable tool. 
MANDATORY 
ROAD CHECKS 
Nebraska conservation offi ce rs 
made mandatory road checks at 22 
sites during 1988 in which 4,196 ve-
hicles were stopped a nd checked. In 
the vehicles stopped, officers con-
tacted 1,796 hunters, 55 fishermen, 
and 142 other sportsmen. Those 
checks resulted in the arrests of 65 
people and the confi sca tion of 52 
pheasants, two deer, 16 grouse, one 
duck, one package of venison, two 
quail , nine turkeys and one raccoon. 
RADIO 
COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM 
The statewide agency radio com-
munication s system consists of a net-
work of bases and repeaters which 
allow radio communications between 
district offices, from mobile to offices, 
and from mobile to mobile. Cost of 
the communications system during 
1988 was $27, 192.32 . Included in 
that total was $3,862 for base/re-
pe a te r rep a ir and mainte nan ce; 
$9,653 for tower, antenna and cable 
repair and maintenance; $ l , 197 for 
telephone line rent and electricity to 
tower sites; $ 12,256 for tower renta l 
and tower site leases; and $225 in 
miscell aneous expenses. 
The 1987 operating expense was 
$1,670.86 less than in 1987 . The 
major expenses were maintenance 
and repair on the Arthur and Blair 
towers , which included some paint-
ing, guy cables and electrical work . 
The operation expenses do not 
include costs incurred by individua l 
divisions for operation , maintenance 
or replacement of mobile or portable 
radios. Cost of Law Enforcement 
mobile equipme nt repair, mainte-
nance a nd installation was $ 11 ,783. 
TOT AL OFFENSES 
Park 1,663 
Fishing 871-
Misc. 70 
Fur Harvest 160 
Hunting 882 Boating 768 
Boating Law Administration 
Considerable effort was spent in 
198 8 to have the boating safety 
course ta ught in Nebraska schools, 
with emphas is also placed on the 
Home Study Course. A new boat acc i-
de nt report and new rega tta permit 
were developed. 
About 58,500 motorboats were reg-
istered in Nebraska in l 988, which is 
a 3.5 percent increase over 1987. The 
number of acc idents was a lso up to 29 
fro m 24; the number of injuries down 
one to 15; but fa talities were up to 
fo ur from two last year. In a ll four 
fata lities, the victims were not wear-
ing life preservers. 
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The Construction Section provides 
personnel trained in engineering and 
construction skills to supervise and 
operate heavy equipment and install 
and maintain utility services. 
The Maintenance Section provides 
personnel and equipment for the daily 
supervision, operation and mainte-
nance of unm anned areas, Among 
responsibilities are establishment of 
tree nurseries; maintaining the tree 
transplanting program; assisting with 
regulation enforcement; maintaining 
public contact on unmanned areas; 
and providing and manning equip-
ment and a material supply shop for 
the Parks Division , 
During 1988 the Operations and 
Construction Division maintained a 
staff of 32 full-time employees and 61 
season a l, temporary employees, 
many hired at the job site to reduce 
travel and lodging costs. 
Divi sion staff operates from offices 
and shops located at headquarters, at 
3019 Apple Street and 300 I Y street 
in Lincoln , and outstate at North 
Pl atte, McCook, Fort Robinson, and 
. Grand Island. Temporary crews were 
located at Fort Atkinson and Fort 
Robinson. 
MAINTENANCE 
Daily maintenance and supervi sion 
of 7 Salt Valley areas: Branched Oak, 
Pawnee, Conestoga, Bluestem, Olive 
Creek , Stagecoach and Wagon Train; 
and 5 district 5 areas: Alexandria, 
Rockford, Memphis, Blue River and 
Pioneer. In addition, work is done at 
other Salt Valley sites, and the pay 
campgrounds at Branched Oak and 
Pawnee. 
CONSTRUCTION 
SECTION 
New con struction dec reased 
som ewhat durin g 198 8, whi ch 
allowed more time to be spent on road 
maintenance, campgrounds, and ero-
• 
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Among extensive development ar new Mahoney Park in 1988 was construction of two modern cabins. 
sion-co ntrol projects. Progress is 
being made to move eq uipment from 
Lincoln to outstate areas to improve 
response time to maintenance prob-
lems. New construction during 1988 
was mostl y at Eugene T. Mahoney 
State Park, where carpenter crews 
were busy building six picnic shelters, 
6000 feet of fe nce, and two modern 
cabins. 
Prior to the dedication of Bowring 
Ranch State Hi storica l Park on May 
29, six weeks of construction , paint-
ing and general cleanup was accom-
pli shed to help make a success of the 
official opening of another new park. 
TRANSPORTATION 
The division prov ided a wide range 
of equipment such as air compressors, 
tracto rs, trucks and loaders to area 
superintendents for tempora ry use. 
Bulk purchases of maintenance sup-
plies were made and delivered to the 
Lincoln Maintenance shop, invento-
ried, and transported to the major 
areas of the park system. Gasoline 
and diesel fuel were provided for 
agency vehicles from pumps at 300 l 
Y Street. During 1988, 50,529 gallons 
of gasoline and 28,507 gallons of die-
sel fuel were dispensed. 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  F t .  A t k i n s o n  i n  1 9 8 8  i n c l u d e d  C o u n c i l  H o u s e .  
P r o j e c t s  a n d  S e r v i c e s  
A k - S a r - B e n  A q u a r i u m :  C o n s t r u c t -
e d  n e w  d r a i n  f i e l d  f o r  a q u a r i u m  o v e r -
f l o w  a n d  f l u s h e d  s y s t e m  o u t ;  e x c a -
v a t e d  d r a i n a g e  d i t c h  t o  m a i n  c h a n n e l  
o f  P l a t t e  R i v e r  t o  i m p r o v e  d r a i n a g e  o f  
h o l d i n g  p o n d s ;  r e p a i r e d  r o c k  r e t a i n -
i n g  w a l l s .  
B r a n c h e d  O a k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a :  S e t  u p  t r a i l e r  h o u s e  a s  t e m p o r -
a r y  o f f i c e  u n t i l  n e w  o f f i c e  a n d  s h o p  
c a n  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  o n e  d e -
s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1 9 8 7 ;  
H o r t i c u l t u r e :  L o a d e d  a n d  h a u l e d  
t r e e s  t o  M a h o n e y  P a r k ,  B o w r i n g  
R a n c h ,  N i o b r a r a  P a r k  a n d  C a l a m u s  
R e s e r v o i r .  
F o r t  A t k i n s o n  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
P a r k :  R e p a i r e d  s i d i n g  a n d  g u t t e r s  o n  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e ;  c o n -
s t r u c t e d  l o g  c o u n c i l  h o u s e  a s  s p e c i f i e d  
a n d  l o c a t e d  b y  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o -
c i e t y ;  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  
b a s e  f o r  m a n i k i n  d i s p l a y .  
B o w r i n g  R a n c h  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
P a r k :  C o n s t r u c t e d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  
r e s i d e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  
s i d e w a l k s ,  p a t i o  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l ;  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  e x h i b i t  d i s -
p l a y s  f o r  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r ;  c o n s t r u c t e d  
r o a d s  a n d  p a r k i n g  a r e a s ;  
D e a d  T i m b e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a :  R e g r a d e d  a n d  s u r f a c e d  w i t h  
r o c k  a n d  g r a v e l  a l l  i n t e r i o r  r o a d s ,  
p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  a n d  c a m p i n g  p a d s ;  
L e w i s  a n d  C l a r k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a :  R e g r a d e d  a n d  s u r f a c e d  w i t h  
g r a v e l  f i v e  s o u t h s h o r e  r e c r e a t i o n  
a r e a s .  
L a k e  M c C o n a u g h y  S t a t e  R e c r e a -
t i o n  A r e a :  R e m o v e d  7 , 5 0 0  c u b i c  
y a r d s  o f  s a n d  e m b a n k m e n t  t o  i m -
p r o v e  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  s i g h t  d i s t a n c e  
a t  O m a h a  B e a c h .  
E u g e n e  T .  M a h o n e y  S t a t e  P a r k :  
C o n s t r u c t e d  a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d -
e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  l a n d -
s c a p e  w o r k ;  c o n s t r u c t e d  s i x  w o o d  
p i c n i c  s h e l t e r s ,  a  w o o d  p i c k e t  f e n c e  
a r o u n d  c e m e t e r y ,  a  h e a t e d  c o n t r o l  
r o o m  f o r  w a t e r  t o w e r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
b u i l d i n g  c a b i n e t s  a n d  c o a t  r a c k ,  
s o c c e r  f i e l d ,  t r a i l e r  r e s i d e n c e  u t i l i t i e s ,  
l a k e  l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d  f i l l i n g ,  c a b i n e t s  
a n d  b e n c h e s  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u i l d -
i n g ,  t e r r a c e  b e t w e e n  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  
a n d  l a k e ,  g o l f  d r i v i n g  r a n g e ,  a n d  s i t e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  s w i m m i n g  p o o l .  
P o n c a  S t a t e  P a r k :  I n s t a l l e d  w a t e r  
a n d  e l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e  t o  c o r r a l  a n d  t a c k  
b u i l d i n g .  
P l a t t e  R i v e r  S t a t e  P a r k :  R e p a i r e d  
S c o t t  L o d g e  s e r v i n g  c o u n t e r  a n d  
i n s t a l l e d  h e a t e d  e n c l o s u r e s  a r o u n d  
a n d  b e n e a t h  O w e n  c a b i n s  t o  a l l o w  
u n i t s  t o  b e  r e n t e d  t h r o u g h  w i n t e r .  
S c h r a m m  P a r k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
A r e a :  R e g r a d e d  a n d  s u r f a c e d  w i t h  
g r a v e l  a n d  r o c k  a l l  i n t e r i o r  r o a d s  a n d  
p a r k i n g  l o t s ;  r e p a i r e d  u p p e r  c a n y o n  
w e l l  a n d  w a t e r  s u p p l y  s y s t e m ;  a n d  
r e p a i r e d  l e a k s  i n  p o n d s  o n e  a n d  t w o .  
R o c k  C r e e k  F i s h  H a t c h e r y :  
C l e a n e d  s e t t l i n g  p i t s  o f  s l u d g e  a n d  
w a s t e  m a t e r i a l ;  g r a d e d  a n d  s u r f a c e d  
w i t h  g r a v e l  t w o  m i l e s  o f  e n t r a n c e  
r o a d  a n d  a l l  i n t e r i o r  r o a d s .  
S h e r m a n  R e s e r v o i r  S t a t e  R e c r e a -
t i o n  A r e a :  I n s t a l l e d  c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a -
t i o n  p a d s ,  a n d  e l e c t r i c ,  w a t e r ,  g a s  a n d  
s e w e r  u t i l i t i e s  f o r  n e w  d o u b l e - w i d e -
t r a i l e r  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e .  
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Project Wild Workshops 
• 26 Project WILD workshops were 
conducted in 1988 f or 968 partici-
pants. Some 3, 000 teachers have 
now completed Project WILD train -
ing, resu lting in an estimated 
I 00, 000 Nebraska youth being 
reached annually with a wildlife 
education message,. Twelve introduc-
tory programs were presented over 
22 
the year. 
• An aquatic version of Project WILD 
became available in I 988. Aquatic 
WILD, relating to aquatic education 
is now a three-hour segment of the 
eiff_h t-hour Project WILD workshop. 
• As pcirt of the Project WILD effort, 
24 presentations were made to 
school classes during the year. 
, ' •;;j 
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Hunter 
Education 
• 302 student classes were held in 
1988 through the efforts of 465 
volunteer instructors. These classes 
co11sisted ofa minimum of IO hours 
rnch. 5,065 s1ude11ts were graduated 
i11 I 988. bringing the Total stude111s 
having successji1/ly completed the 
program to 116,868. 
• 13 instructor workshops were held in 
19811 resulting in the certification of 
61 new i11struc1ors. Four bowhunter 
educmion instructor workshops 
brought -1 7 new faces to the instruc-
tor COIJJS. 
• 3 7 presentations on Hunter Educa-
tion were given by the Hunter Educa-
tion Coordinator. 
• 8 instructor refresher workshops 
were attended bv 23 7 ins1ruc1ors on 
a volwuary basis during March of 
/988. 
• There was an increase in hunting-re-
lated accidents in 1988, from one 
fatal and 12 non -Jara/ accidents in 
198 7 to 3 Jaw/ and 24 non-fatal last 
year. There had been no more than 
20 accidents in any year since 1980, 
with £111 an1111<1I average of 14 over 
thllf period. The three fatal accidents 
involved the hunting of dove, deer 
and coyote. 
Adult 
Workshops 
• Outdoor Education workshops, co-
sponsored by the Omaha World-
Herald, were continued in I 988. 
Thirty seven workshops were con-
ducted statewide over the yea,; with 
an average of 80 people in attend-
ance at each. Nearly 3,000 people 
attended these workshops in I 988. 
• Specific topics that remain especially 
popular are Kids Fishing workshops 
(jive were held) and Fishing/Boating 
the Missouri River (three sessions 
presented by fisheries biologists). The 
Pheasant and Quail Hunting work-
shop was the largest with I 60 at-
tendees. 
• 36 presentations of a general nature 
were made by division staff over the 
year. 
Aquatic 
Education 
• A survey of Aquatic Education Pro-
gram participants was conducted in 
I 988. This statewide survey revealed 
that one-third of respondents had 
taken their class on a field trip to 
Aksarben Aquarium, and that over 
half had made use of the NEBRAS-
KA land FISH BOOK as a text or 
classroom resource. Posters pro-
duced by the agency are the single 
most-used resource item. 
• Other activity in the program 
includes production of another l(fe-
histo1y poster (rainbow trout), final 
edit of an Aquarium Handbook for 
Teachers, continuing work on a 
major Teacher's Activity Guide, 
initial contact of potential volunteer 
aquatic instructors, and completion 
of narration and slide selection for a 
self-contained fisheries management 
program. 
Strewnside projects reinj(Jrce classroom sessions. 
. . 
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LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 
The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act (LWCA) of 1965 provides 
50 percent federal grants-in-aid to the 
various states and their political sub-
divisions for state comprehensive 
planning, acquisition and develop-
ment of public outdoor recreation 
areas. It is supported by a portion of 
user fees on federal areas, tax on 
motor boat fuels , the sale of surplus 
property, and revenues from off-shore 
petroleum leases. About 85 percent of 
the LWCF is derived from off-shore 
leases. 
In fiscal 1988, $191,363 was appor-
tioned to the state. Of these fund s, 60 
percent or $ 11 4,818, plus $7,232 
reapportioned funds, was a llocated 
for local, community projects. Forty 
percent, or $76,545, was used for 
agency projects. 
Over the past 22 years, the federal 
government, state and local communi-
ties, have invested more than $74 mil -
lion in new and improved outdoor 
recreation faci lities under thi s pro-
gram in Nebraska. 
COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING 
Publications during 1988 included 
the State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP) for I 986-
1990, the SCORP Action Program 
and the Nebraska Wetlands Adden-
dum, which meet requirements of the 
federal Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965, as extended in 
1987. 
Public opinion expressed through 
the annual "Quality of Life" survey , 
plus others at State Fair and parks 
sites, have also been used to evaluate 
Nebraska's recreation needs. Surveys 
show both a real satisfaction with 
existing opportunities and a desire to 
improve upon them. 
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Fishing tackle is taxed to .fi111d .federal progm111s. 
RESOURCE 
MONITORING 
Game and Parks Commission staff 
members evaluated potential benefits 
of project proposals by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Soil Conserva-
tion Service, Bureau of Reclamation, 
Nebraska Natura l Resources Com-
mission , and Nebraska Department of 
Roads. 
Staff members participated in 
meetings relating to the Prairie Bend 
Unit study directed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the major water resour-
ces planning effort in Nebraska. 
Two Section 404 permit evalua-
tions, the Deer Creek Reservo ir 
(Wyoming) and Two Forks Reservoir 
(Colorado) were eva lu ated for 
impacts to the Platte River ecosystem 
in Nebraska, and were subject to the 
full Env ironmental Impact Statement 
process. Another major review effort 
involved the federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission relicensing of hydro 
power fac ilities on the Platte River. 
Nebraska continues to participate 
in the Missouri River Coordin ation 
Committee with three other states to 
address environmenta l concerns per-
taining to the channeli zed Missouri 
from Sioux C ity to St. Louis. 
Several Soil Conservation Service 
small watershed projects, Natural 
Resources District proposals in a 
number of communities across the 
state, power-line corridor studies, and 
numerous state/county highway and 
bridge projects were among ongoing 
act ivities requiring Game and Parks 
Commission participation. 
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HANDICAPPED STUDY 
The self- eva luation ma ndated by 
Sec tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 has been completed. All 
agency fac ilities and programs have 
been evaluated fo r accessibility and 
useability by the handicapped. In 
add ition to eva luating use by those 
with mobility impairments, the study 
included use by those with vi sion , 
hearing and lea rning impairments. 
Results are being fo rwarded to appro-
pria te federal agencies fo r their eva l-
uation to determine if a transitiona l 
plan will be required to correc t defi-
ciencies in fac ilities or programs. 
FEDERAL AID 
Federa l Aid in Wildli fe Restoration 
Ac t of 193 7 and the Federal Aid in 
Sport Fish Restoration Act of 1950 
are companion programs, adminis-
tra ted by the U.S. Fish and Wildli fe 
Servi ce , which prov ide fin a nc ia l 
assistance to the states a nd territories 
for restoration activities . The Wildlife 
Restoration Program is funded by an 
11 percent exc ise tax on arms a nd 
ammuni tion, and a 10 percent exc ise 
tax on handguns a nd archery equip-
ment. T he Sport Fish Restoration 
Program is funded by a IO percent 
exc ise tax on fi shing rods, creels, reels, 
baits and lures. 
During 1988 these programs made 
about $3 .7 million ava ilable to Ne-
braska fo r fi sh and wildl ife surveys 
and inventories, research, acquisition, 
development and ma in tenance, tech-
nica l ass istance, hunter safety tra ining 
and aquatic resource education. 
The Commercial F isheries Re-
search and Development Act of 1964 
is administered by the Na tion a l 
Marine Fisheries Service a nd pro-
vides fin ancial assista nce to the states 
for ac tivities designed to monitor or 
develop commercial fishing. Nebras-
ka normall y receives $ 19,000 from 
this progra m. 
The Realty Division was involved in several land acqui-
sitions, appraisals, lease renewals, payments and cancella-
tions, appraisal reviews, negotiations, and public hearings 
during 1988. 
Among activities carried on during 
the year were: 
• a review of a land appraisal for polit-
ical subdivisions seeking federal aid 
was accomplished for two commu-
nities 
• J 5 tractsof/and wereappraiseddur-
ing J 988 and 2 purchased 
• funds f rom the Habitat Program 
were used to acquire JO tracts repre-
senting I, J 20. 92 acres at a total cost 
of $437,387.02 
• public hearings were held on all 
acquisitions prior to Commission 
action 
• the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Foundation donated two tracts of 
land to the Game and Parks Com-
mission at Mahoney State Park. The 
two tracts totalled 66. IO acres 
• 80 tracts have been purchased and 
designated wildlife management 
areas since J 977 when the Habitat 
Program began. The in-lieu o/taxes 
paid to 34 counties in 1988 
amounted to $38, 750.92 on 
1 5, 789. J 9 acres 
The Ga me a nd Parks Commission 
currently leases 85 areas through the 
Realty Division at a cost of$235,404. 
A breakdown of those types of leases 
and thei r cost in 1988 is: 
-Accessways: $420 
- 14 Ca noe Campsites: $3,00 1 
- Habitat Areas, Fisheries, Graz-
ing, Recreation: $27,769 
- Office Space in L incoln , O maha 
and Kearney: $ l 34,344 
- 17 Storage Areas: $22 ,67 l 
- 17 Tower Leases: $ 12,256 
- Work Areas: $33,850 
- Hanger Space: $660 
-Post Office Boxes: $433 
Wl.'1!w1ds are 0 11 priori1y /isl Ji)/· purchase. 
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· Codr 's Scouts Rest Ranch is popular his10ric park. 
The State Park System is made up 
86 areas with a total of 148,666.36 
acres - 66,780.45 acres of land and 
81,885.91 ac res of marsh or water. 
Within the system are seven state 
parks totalling 29 ,8 18.07 acres; 68 
state rec reation areas which encom -
pass I 16,427 .95 acres; and I I state 
hi storical park s totalling 2,42 0 acres . 
To maintain and operate the park 
system's 86 areas, the Comm ission 
e mploys a permanent staff of 123 
peopl e that is supp lemented by 
another 600 temporary employees. 
Only 40 of the park areas are staffed 
by on- site personnel and 82 of the 
, permanent fi e ld employees are sta-
tioned there. The rema ining 27 fi e ld 
position s are assigned to other recrea-
tion areas, a nd seven park mainte-
nance crews maintain and operate 27 
other rec reation areas. 
• 
26 
The 600 temporary employees as-
sisted the park s sta ff durin g the 
rec reation season. The summer help 
was obtained from severa l federal 
e mployme nt prog ra ms, volunteer 
se rvices of loca l groups and the mil -
itary. 
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YEAR 1984 1985 
Estimated 
Park Visits 
1986 1987 1988 
I N C O M E  
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T h e  P a r k  S y s t e m  g e n e r a t e s  r e v e -
n u e  f o r  t h e  p a r k  c a s h  f u n d  a n d  t o  h e l p  
s u p p o r t  p a r k  p r o g r a m s  i n  s e v e r a l  
w a y s .  C a m p i n g ,  l o d g i n g ,  s w i m m i n g  - ~- - : - , : : . . - . c : : ' ;  - ~ ~ - x - - : - ~ _ . r " ? - , . . , . , , ~  
a n d  t r a i l  r i d e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
w h i c h  f e e s  a r e  c h a r g e d .  O t h e r  p a r k  
i n c o m e  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  
c o n c e s s i o n  s a l e s ,  l e a s e s  f r o m  c a b i n  
s i t e s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  c o n -
c e s s i o n  l e a s e s .  
T h e  i n c o m e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  r e s a l e  
i t e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h i r t s ,  c a p s  a n d  o t h e r  
s o u v e n i r - t y p e  i t e 1 1 1 s ,  t o t a l e d  
$ 1 3 3 , 6 5 6  d u r i n g  1 9 8 8 ;  i n c o 1 1 1 e  f r o m  
f o o d  s e r v i c e s  w a s  $ 3 9 8 , 4 4 3 ;  c a 1 1 1 p i n g  
i n c o 1 1 1 e  w a s  $ 6 8 4 , 4 1 6 ;  a n d  t h e  
i n c o m e  f r o 1 1 1  c a b i n  r e n t a l s  t o t a l e d  
$ 6 6 5 , 3 9 8 .  
P a r k  v i s i t o r s  s p e n t  $ 1 4 1 , 2 1 2  t o  
e n j o y  p a r k  t r a i l  r i d e s ;  $ 8 9 , 2 0 4  o n  b o a t  
r e n t a l s  a n d  $ 7 0 2 , 4 0 4  o n  P a r k  E n t r y  
P e r 1 1 1 i t s .  T h e  t o t a l  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t e d  
i n  N e b r a s k a ' s  p a r k s  w a s  $ 2 , 9 9 0 , 6 7 7 .  
A l l  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  n e t  i n c o 1 1 1 e  w i t h  
t a x e s  d e d u c t e d .  W u 1 e r  U f f 1 1 . 1·  c o 1 1 t i 1 1 1 1 e  l o  d r m , ·  r e c r e u t i o 1 1 i s t s .  
P a r k  H o r t i c u l t u r e  &  L a n d s c a p e  P r o g r a m  
1 9 8 8  w a s  a  b u s y  p l a n t i n g  a n d  l a n d -
~ c a p i n g  y e a r  f o r  t h e  H o r t i c u l t u r e  
S e c t i o n .  N e w l y  d e v e l o p i n g  p a r k s -
M a h o n e y ,  C a l a m u s  a n d  N i o b r a r a -
r e q u i r e d  c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n t i o n .  A s s i s t -
a n c e  w a s  p r o v i d e d  t o  a r e a  p e r s o n n e l  
a t  C a l a m u s  a n d  N i o b r a r a  f o r  c a m p -
g r o u n d  l a n d s c a p e  p l a n t i n g s .  I n  a d d i -
t i o n ,  h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  
M a h o n e y  S t a t e  P a r k  s t a f f  t o  c o m p l e t e  
l a n d s c a p e  p l a n t i n g s  f o r  t w o  c a m p -
g r o u n d s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
m a r i n a  c o m p l e x .  N u r s e r i e s  e s t a b -
l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  a t  M a h o n e y  
a n d  N i o b r a r a  h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  
s o u r c e  o f  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  l a n d -
s c a p e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  b o t h  a r e a s .  
A n o t h e r  n e w  f a c i l i t y ,  t h e  B o w r i n g  
R a n c h  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k  v i s i t o r  
c e n t e r ,  w a s  l a n d s c a p e d  i n  a  c o o p e r a -
t i v e  e f f o r t .  
T h e  c o n t a i n e r  n u r s e r y  a t  F o r t  
K e a r n y  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k  p r o -
v i d e d  2 . 0 0 0  t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  f o r  
C a l a m u s  c a m p g r o u n d  p l a n t i n g s .  
M a n y  a r e a s  a g a i n  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  
f i e l d  a n d  c o n t a i n e r - g r o w n  t r e e s  a n d  .  
s h r u b s  f r o m  n u r s e r i e s  a t  B r a n c h e d  
O a k  L a k e .  T h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  s t a f f  c o n -
t i n u e s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  s t a f f  a t  A s h  
H o l l o w  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k  t o  p r o -
d u c e  n a t i v e  j u n i p e r s  f o r  w e s t e r n  
p a r k s ,  a n d  m a n y  l a n d s c a p e  j u n i p e r s  
w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 9 .  T h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  s t a f f  
a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t r e e  t r i m m i n g  a n d  r e -
1 1 1 o v a l  f o r  v a r i o u s  p a r k s  a s  t i m e  p e r -
m i t s .  
2 7  
• Visitor center at Bowring Ranch 
State Historical Park completed. The 
center was dedicated and opened to 
the public on May 29. 
• Construction is continuing at Ma-
honey State Park. The stable and 
marina complexes were completed. 
The lodge, six cabins, the theater 
addition to the park office, and 
swimming pool-waterslide complex 
are under construction. 
• Sandy Channel (a former wildlife 
area), south of Elm Creek, was rede-
signated as a state recreation area 
and is the newest addition to our 
park system. General renovation of 
the area, along with tree planting, 
has been on-going. Limited facility 
development is programmed for the 
area. 
• Fish cleaning stations were installed 
and are operational at lake Malo-
ney, Calamus Reservoi,~ Johnson 
lake, Merritt Reservoir and Summit 
lake. Additional stations are under 
construction at Sherman and lake 
McConaughy. Lake Mcconaughy 
had massive boat-ramp renovation 
and extension work since the lake 
level was so low. These projects have 
been funded with matching money 
from the Wallop-Breaux Restoration 
Fund. 
• The University of . Nebraska State 
Museum continued work at Ashfall 
during the summer. They reported 
discovering an additional fossil site 
of considerable size. A study of this 
site will be made next spring and the 
site will be excavated if funding is 
available. 
• The large council house at Fort 
Atkinson has been completed and 
plans are being made for interior 
furnishings and installation of inter-
pretive devices. Plans for the recon-
struction of the north and east bar-
racks, the powder magazine and the 
trapper's cabin have been finalized 
and construction is to begin in l 989. 
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Visiwr center ut 11e11· Bm,•ring Rw1cl, 11 ·us rn111p /e1ed in I 988. 
• Reconstruction of the road ranch 
continues at Rock Creek Station 
State Historical Park. Two wct!lsand 
some framing have been completed 
on the east ranch barn, and it is 
anticipated this structure will be 
completed during l 989. 
• The Owen cabins at Plc11te River 
State Park have been modified for 
winter use and opened in November 
for year-round occupancy. 
• The new 900-foot-long west beach 
area was opened at Pawnee lake. 
Two breakwaters were installed to 
protect the beach, and parking was 
added for 350 vehicles. An area 
shop building, a gift j,-om Seward 
Church of Christ, was erected in the 
maintenance area and should be 
operational next spring. 
• The new interior road system has 
been constructed at Gallagher 
Canyon State Recreation Area. 
Gravel swfacing for the road will be 
completed in the spring. 
• An area shop building was erected in 
the maintenance area at Branched 
Oak Lake replacing the building des-
troyed by fire in November 198 7. 
.. 
T h e  d i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r :  
•  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c a p t i v e  w a t e 1 j o w l  
a n d  p h e a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  f l o c k s  
•  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e l k ,  b u f f a l o ,  a n d  
b i g h o r n  s h e e p  h e r d s  
•  n w n a g e m e n t  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  h u n t i n g  
a r e a s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S a c r a m e n t o - W i l -
c o x  A r e a ,  t h e  C l e a r  C r e e k  A r e a ;  a n d  
t h e  R a n d a l l  W  S c h i l l i n g  A r e a  
•  c o n t r o l  o f j o w l  c h o l e r a  
•  n e s t  b o x  m a n a g e m e n t  
•  t e c h n i c a l  l a n d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
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D u r i n g  1 9 8 8  t h e  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e s  
D i v i s i o n  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  
e f f o r t s  t o  e n h a n c e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  N e b r a s k a  H a b i t a t  P r o -
g r a m .  A m o n g  t h o s e  e f f o r t s  w e r e :  
•  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  4 6 , 6 0 0  t r e e s  t o  
f a r m e r s  a n d  r a n c h e r s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t  p l a n t i n g s  
•  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 9 5 0  5 - p o u n d  b a g s  
o f  s e e d  m i x t u r e s  t o  b e  p l a n t e d  a s  
w i l d l i f e  f o o d  p l o t s  
•  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  9 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  
g r a i n  s o r g h u m  ( m i l o )  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  
p l a n t i n g  o f f o o d  p l o t s  f o r  w i l d l i f e .  
A m o n g  t h e  p r o j e c t s  i n v o l v i n g  p u b -
l i c  l a n d  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  d u r i n g  
1 9 8 8  w e r e :  
•  p r o v i d i n g  s e e d  f o r  t h e  C o u n t y  R o a d -
s i d e  S e e d i n g  P r o g r a m .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  
r e c e i v e d  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  2 4  c o u n t i e s ,  
b u t  f e w  s e e d i n g s  w e r e  m a d e  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  u t i l i z e d  C o m m i s s i o n  s e e d .  
•  p r o v i d e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  L i v i n g  
S n o w f e n c e  P r o g r a m  a l o n g  s t a t e  a n d  
c o u n t y  r o a d s i d e s .  S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  
i n  1 9 8 3 ,  a b o u t  $ 1 4 6 , 0 0 0  h a s  b e e n  
e x p e n d e d  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  t h o u g h  
l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  w a s  a c t u a l l y  u t i l -
i z e d  d u r i n g  I  9 8 8 .  
•  c o n t i n u e d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  e f f o r t s  w i t h  
t h e  U S  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  f o r  v a r i o u s  
h a b i t a t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t i v e  
p r o j e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e -
m e n t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o n  M c K e l v i e ,  
B e s s e y ,  a n d  t h e  P i n e  R i d g e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  l a n d s .  
•  H a b i t a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l u d e d  t r e e  
a n d  s h r u b  p l a n t i n g s ,  g r a s s  a n d  
l e g u m e  s e e d i n g s ,  o a t s  a n d  s w e e t  
c l o v e r  s e e d i n g s ,  a n d  f o o d  p l o t  p l a n t -
i n g s .  A b o u t  $ 8 , 0 0 0  w a s  e x p e n d e d  
f o r  t h o s e  p u r p o s e s  d u r i n g  1 9 8 8 .  
•  a g a i n  c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s  w i t h  U S .  
A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a t  H a r l a n  
C o u n t y  R e s e r v o i r f o r v a r i o u s  h a b i t a t  
p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  n u m e r o u s  t r e e  a n d  
s h r u b  p l a n t i n g s ,  g r a s s  a n d  l e g u m e  
s e e d i n g s  a n d  f o o d  p l o t  p l a n t i n g s .  
f e n c e s  w e r e  a l s o  e r e c t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  
l o c a t i o n s .  T o  d a t e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
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has expended approximately 
$854,000 for wild lU'e habitat 
improvement on this area. 
• completed projects on numerous 
state wildlife management areas 
across the state (25,000 acres) 
including some 80,000 trees and 
shrubs planted, numerous grass-
legume plantings, and food plot 
plantings. 
Wildlife land acquisiti on is an im -
portant part of the Nebraska Wi ldl ife 
Habitat Plan and each year division 
personnel conduct numerous techni -
cal land reconnaissances. The infor-
mation they develop on a parcel of 
land is presented to a habitat screen-
ing committee, and each area is as-
signed a priority rating for acquisi-
tion. 
During l 988, l , l 95 .82 ac res of 
land were acquired and designated 
wi ldlife management areas. Since 
l 977 , the acquisit ion program has 
purchased 18,583 acres of land at a 
cost of $7,409 ,255. 
On July I, 1988 the new Wi ldlife 
Habitat Improvement Program 
(WHIP) commenced. During the first 
six months, some 122 new coopera-
tors were signed into the program. 
Th is resu lted in 2,22 1 acres of newly 
contracted ac res entering the pro-
gram . Some 1,528 ex ist ing contracts 
were st ill in effec t at the end of the 
year, comprising some 27,676 acres. 
About 32 percent of the lands in both 
the old and new program s are open to 
public access. 
The divi sion admini sters all sport-
ing clog train ing and fi eld tri al activi-
ties in the state. During 1988 there 
were 23 organ ized clubs li sted on the 
state roster, and they conducted a 
tota l of 55 tria ls during the year at 
fac ilities at Branched Oak and Yan-
kee Hill lakes, and Fort Rob inson 
State Park. 
Cmss/and is interseeded with leg11111es to enhance hird nesting 
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Food plots are i111portan1 projects. 
The Wildlife Division is respon-
sible for developing research and 
management programs associated 
with game and nongame mammals 
and birds of the sta te. 
Wildlife research studies provide 
informat ion that assists in develop-
ment of management programs, and 
to aid Law Enforcement, Resource 
Services and other divisions. 
Management programs attempt to 
provide the maximum hunting, trap-
ping and recreational opportunity for 
sportsmen and wo men , and to 
develop regulations that ensure ade-
quate safeguards for the resource. 
Division personnel collect informa-
tion pertaining to various wildlife 
species and their environment, and try 
to form ul ate progra ms to better man-
age them. They are also concerned 
with protec ting threa tened or endan-
gered species and study non -native 
species to determine their suitability 
for introduct ion . The divi sion is 
responsible for monitoring private 
ga me farrn opera tion s, controlled 
shooting areas, falconry operations 
and pheasa nt rea rin g program s 
through the gam e farm operat ion at 
Wilcox and the day-old chi ck cooper-
ator program. 
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During 1988, Wildlife research 
projects included: 
• Habitat program was continued and 
photos obtained from 1965 to eval-
uate both 1965 and 1985 data. 
Results have been tabulated and 
compared and the first rough draft 
prepared. 
• Seeding and management practices 
on Osage Wildlife Area have been 
monitored again using several tech-
niques. Results need to be analyzed 
and written up. 
• Insects were collected and identified 
as part of a Fisheries Division study 
of the Missouri River. 
• A study involving waterfowl breast-
bones was continued. A 25-minute 
80,000 
78,000 
6,000 
4,000 
2,000 
70,000 
1984 1985 1986 1987 
video tape was prepared and molds 
made for several species. Plans are to 
prepare kits on waterfowl breast-
bone identification for USFWS and 
state game agencies. 
• New studies area being done for 
fisheries involving chlorophyll and 
particulate organic carbon analysis 
for fish identification in the field. 
• Other activities include routine bone, 
hair and tissue identification; specia-
tion of wate1fowl; sexing of pheas-
ants and turkeys; distinguishing wild 
from domestic fowl; determining 
time and cause of death for several 
different species; consulting on foren -
sic problems, wildlife diseases and 
chemical problems for all our divi-
sions and many outside agencies. 
1988 
18,000 
16,000 
14,000 
12,000 
10,000 
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
Resident Hunting Permits Non-Resident Hunting Permits 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 
• a statewide census of Nebraska ·s 
winteri ng bald eagles was made in 
ea rly January with 650 bald eagles 
fo und in the state. 
• barn owl resto ration through nest 
box construction and placemen t. 
and release of captive-reared birds 
was continued. 
• field studies were conducted in 
western Nebraska to determine 
production and nesting require-
ments of the ferruginous hawk . 
• sight ings of black-footed ferrets. 
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river otters. whooping cranes and 
swi ft fox were recorded and at-
tempts made to verify. Several 
comprehensive reports document-
ing sites used by whooping cranes 
were prepared. 
• bobcat carcasses fro m legally 
harvested animals were ana lyzed 
fo r age and reproductive perform -
ance. 
• 12 fa lconry and 18 coyote aeria l 
shooting permits were issued. 
• intensi ve resea rch was conducted 
on least tern nesting colonies on the 
Pla tte and Niobrara rivers. Data 
was used to ensure protection of 
nesti ng sites. Aerial and ground 
surveys were a lso conducted to 
determ ine breeding population and 
production. 
• shelter/ nest boxes previously at-
tached to signs along Interstate 80 
were moni tored for use by Ameri-
can kestrels. and yo ung were 
banded. 
Funds were co llected from Individ-
ual Income Tax returns to mark the 
fourth year for Nebraska's Nongame 
Wildlife Income Tax Checkoff. A 
total of $80,000 was co llected, net-
ting $7 0,000 for the program after the 
Department of Revenue received 
$ l 0,000 as a collection fee. Several 
projects were implemented using 
Checkoff funds, including: 
• funding for a nesting ecology study of 
.the least tern and the piping plover on 
the lower Platte River 
• more than 40 captive bred barn owls 
were released in the ongoing effort to 
restore a breedin g popul ation to 
southeast Nebraska 
• l 4 river otters, obtained from Alaska 
and Wisconsin, were released on the 
North Platte and Cedar rivers in the 
ongoing effort to restore thi s species 
to Nebraska 
• fundin g was provided to Proj ec t 
WILD, an educational program that 
teaches young people from elemen-
tary school through high school bas ic 
concepts about wildlife 
• a contract with Nature Conservancy 
to conduct a Natural Heritage Inven-
tory in Nebraska was continued. A 
staff of three scientists continued 
work on the inve ntory. Approxi-
mately 50 percent of the funding 
came from the Nongame C heckoff 
• thirteen co ntract s were iss ued 
through the Cooperative Conserva-
tion Program to schools, city parks 
and recreation departments, and con-
serva tion clubs a nd organizations 
across the state for completing pro-
jects that benefitted nongame wild-
life . Up to $500 per proj ec t, for a total 
of $5,000, was provided from the 
Nongame Wildlife Checkoff Fund. 
• funding from the Checkoff, and tech-
nical assistance, were provided to a 
project designed to produce a breed-
ing population of the enda ngered 
peregrine falcon in downtown Omaha 
A CHECK FO , 
WILDLI E 
/11 addition to songbirds such 
as dickcisse/ (above) and 
birds of p rey, 11011-game pro-
gram has included exchanges 
with other states for ouers, 
which are being reintroduced 
in several parts of Nebraska 
in a cm1tinuing elf'ort 10 
return them 10 native haunts. 
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WATERFOWL SEASON 
For the 14th consecutive year. 
avian cholera again caused losses 
during the spring migration of ducb 
and geese in south-central Nebraska. 
The number of waterfowl carcasses 
picked up in the Rainwater Basin 
area was 2,3S7 between February 22. 
and March 30. Between November 
28 and December 8, 180 ducks and 
geese were picked up on Schilling 
WMA due to cholera. 
Preliminary figures from the state 
survey indicate a duck harvest of 
about 120.000 and a goose harvest of 
about 43,000 in 1988. 
DUCK HARVEST 
250,000 
225,000 
200,000 
175,000 
150,000 
125,000 
70,000 
60,000 
50,000 
40,000 
30,000 
20,000 
1984 19851986 1987 1988 
DEER (Archery season) 
Archers also continued to enjoy 
good deer hunting in 1988, with 25 
percent of the 12,746 perm it ho lders 
bagg ing their deer-a harvest of 
3,248 deer. 
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DEER (Firearm season) 
Deer populations remained gener-
ally high in 1988 for good hunting 
success and a record high harvest dur-
ing the firea rm season. A record 
number of permits were also sold-
54,742-of whi ch 63 percent were 
successful with a harvest of 34,593. 
The duck breeding population in 
th e Sandhill s was up to about 
126,000 birds (up 5 percent from 
1987 ). Prod uction of Canada geese 
at Sacramento WMA resulted in the 
release of 506 goslings in the North 
Platte Va lley in Garden County. 
GOOSE HARVEST 
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
DEER FIREARM 
1984 29,813 
1985 30,559 
1986 33,166 
198 7 33,843 
1988 34,593 
DEER ARCHERY 
1984 2,882 
1985 2,986 
1986 2,945 
198 7 3,147 
1988 3,248 
PHEASA NT 
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PHEASANT 
QUAIL 
1985 1986 1987 1988 
QUAIL 
The summer rural mail ca rrier sur-
vey indicated a 6 percent increase in 
the statew ide population from the 
prev ious yea r. The season was nine 
cl ays longer than in 1987, clos ing 
Janu ary 31. Preliminary fi gures show 
that about 6Q0,000 pheasants we re 
harvested. 
Summer surveys indi cated a 2 1 
percent increase in the quail popula -
tion. The seaso n was nin e clays 
longer and the bag limit was 6, west 
of U.S. 28 1 and 8 eas t or that line in 
1988. Ear ly fi gures indi ca te a harvest 
or 425 ,000 quail. 
ANTELOPE 
(Firearm season) 1984 
In 1988 firearm antelope permits 1985 
were decreased clue to lower popula-
tions, and 6 units were closed to hunt- 1986 
ing. A total of l 20 permits were 1987 issued. But, even with permit numbers 
and antelope numbers clown, 85 per- 1988 102 
cent ( l 02 hunters) took an antelope. 
ANTELOPE 
(Archery season) 1984 
Antelope hunting with a bow and 1985 
arrow remained one of the toughest 1986 
challenges fac ing Nebraska hunters. 
In 1988, 11 antelope were taken by 1987 
136 archery permit holders, a hunter 1988 
success rate of only 8 percent. 
11 
11 
GROUSE 
Sp rin g breedi ng gro und survey 
res ults showed a substanti al increase 
in the grouse breeding populations 
from 1987 . Pra irie chickens showed 
a 40 percent increase and sharptail s 
were up 166 percent. The 1988 har-
vest was about 75,000. 
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(Spring shotgun season) 
Turkey populations remained high 
in 1988, particularly in the Verdigre 
and Niobrara Units. There were 7 .590 
permits sold for the spring shotgun 
eason. Hunters took 3.914 birds. 
(Fall shotgun season) 
Good numbers of birds were avail-
able to hunters during l 988's fall tur-
key season and 6.0 15 permit holders 
tried their luck at bagging a gobbler. 
When the season ended, 3,9 l O hunt-
ers had fi lled their permit, a hunter 
success rate of 65 percent. 
(Spring archery) 
ebraska bowmen enjoyed a good 
turkey season in the fall of 1988 as 
7as 6. west 94 permit holders took 
221 birds. a hunter success rate of 27 
percent. 
(Fall archery) 
A total of 1.468 archers bought 
permits for the spring season and 30 I 
harvested birds. a hunter success rate 
of 20 percent. 
1986 1987 1988 
COTTONTAIL RABBIT 
Summer surveys indicated a 20 
percent increase in rabbit numbers, 
and harvest data shows 112,000 rab-
bits taken in 1988, the lowest on 
record due to lack of snow cover. 
SQUIRREL 
Squirrel numbers remain fairly 
stable, and harvest was 9 1,000 in 
1988. 
MOURNING DOVE 
Surveys indicated no change in the 
dove breeding population from 1987. 
The hunting season was 60 days with 
bag limits of 15 daily and 30 in pos-
sess ion. Pre liminary estimates 
showed a harvest of 6 15,000 in 
1988. 
Harvest 
' ' 
Nebraskans ~pend Over One Billion Dollars 
· I On Outdoor ,Recreation · 
.. ' 
The following estimates of Nebraskans' annual expenditures on selected outdoor r.ecreation activities are taken 
from the 1987 Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey (NASIS) of a representative sample of Nebraskans 18 years 
and older. Responses to the questions on recreation participation and estimated costs for _ these activities were 
asked of a quarter of the sample and expanded proportionally to the full Nebraska population 18 and older. 
The table below shows the estimates of numbers participating, average number of days each participated and 
costs per day and per season. The multi-activity groups are shown individually and in total occasions by group for 
the $1.2 billion total. Expenditures for youth under 18 would be in .addition to-~he figures shown. 
Activity 
Picnicking 
Swimming 
(Outdoor/Other 
than pools) 
Boating-All 
Power 
Non-Power 
Nature Walks/Hikes 
Observing/ 
Photographing/ 
Feeding Wildlife 
Camping--grouped 
Cabin 
R. Vehi,cle 
Tent 
Fishing-All 
Rivers/Streams 
Lake/Reservoir 
Hunting-A 11 
Came 
Waterfowl 
TOTAL** 
*Crouped by NASIS 
Percent 
Partic. 
58.6 
30,4 
32.4* 
22.1 
14.9 
35,6 
33,5 
33. 1* 
9.7 
15.0 
12,7 
33,5* 
22.1 
25.8 
11,4* 
11. 1 
3.9 
Number 
Partic. 
685,620 
355,680 
379,080 
258,570 
174,330 
416,520 
391,950 
387,270 
113,490 
175,500 
148,590 
391,950 , 
258,570 
301,860 
133,380 
129,870 
45,630 
Days/ 
Partic. 
5.3 
10,9 
11,0 
11,4 
7.0 
13.2 
38.5 
11,5 
9,3 
13,9 
6,4 
14.7 
9;6 
10,8 
13.9 
10,6 
i0.6 
Total 
Occasions 
3,611,161 
3,879,046 
4,169,880 · 
2,943,043 
1,227,806 
5,492,649 
15,092,035 
4,453,605 
· 1,060,791 
2,444,715 
943,843 
5,761,665 
2,473,998 
3,246,504 
1,853,982 
1,380,648 
481,168, 
Est.$ 
Spent/ 
Day 
Est.$ 
Spent/ 
Season 
$ 18,75 $ 101.13 
12,88 
32.46 
37,58 
19.25 
16.20 
12. 19 
75.70 
40,22 
103,86 
38.71 
28,83 
29,00 
30, 11 
70.23 
87,37 
21.29 
147 ,80 
357.06 
427,74 
135,58 
218,11 
506,34 
870.55 
375.94 
1,446.77 
245.89, 
423.80 
281,59 
311,49 
976,20 
928,83 
224.50, 
Est. Total$ 
Spent/Activity 
$ 69,334,282** 
52,599,865** 
135,354,305** 
110,599,584 
23,634,269 
90,848 , ,418'11fk 
198,846,257** 
337,137 ,898** 
42,665,015 
253,908,100 
36,536,189 
166, 108,802** 
72,809,754 
94,148,625 
130,205, 156** 
120,627,213 
10,244,074 
$1,180,434,983** 
**Total estimated dollars spent per year on selected outdoor r-ecreation activities by the 1,170,000 Nebraskans 18 
years and olaer. 
SOURCE: NASIS-87 (Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey) Bureau of Sociological Research, UNL, in cooperation 
with NCPC and Central Platte NRD for the p'articipation and cost estimate questions, Survey is of 1987 season 
participation. 
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